
BCS Vintage LP Complete 

Assembling the Kit 

Step 1.  Find the assembly template in your kit and lay it out with the sticker facing up. (Fig. 1) 

Step 2.  Insert the 4 Potentiometers (pots) into the template (make sure to position the pots to look like Fig. 2, this 

will be important when going to install the kit) and tighten them down. On the volume pots bend the 3rd lug back 

till it touches the edge of the pot then solder the lug to the pot (Fig.2). Do the same with the tone pots but bend 

and solder the 2
nd

 lug. Your template should now look like (Fig.2) 

Step 3.  Refer to the wiring diagram from here on out. Find the Volume mods, then insert them into lugs 1 & 2 of 

both volume pots and then bend the legs up. Now pinch the legs together with a pair of needle nose pliers while 

you pull up on the volume mod so that when the legs are pinched it will leave the volume mods at the top of the 

hole in the lugs so you will have room for the wires and capacitors. DO NOT SOLDER THESE CONNECTIONS YET. 

(Fig.3)  

Step 4.  Now attach the capacitors from lug 2 of the volume pots to lug 3 of the tone pots. Now pinch the legs 

together with a pair of needle nose pliers while you pull up on the capacitor so that when the legs are pinched it 

will leave the capacitor at the top of the hole in the lugs so you will have room for the switch wires on the volume 

pots. (Fig.4) 

Step 5.  bƻǿ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ млέ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ {ƘƛŜƭŘŜŘ ǿƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘhe shielding to expose the center wire (fig.5 steps 

1&2). At this point you would normally tin the wire to be inserted into a pot lug (we will do this with the switch 

later) but at this time only pull out a little so it looks like step 3 in fig.5. No tin BOTH the outer shield and the inner 

wire so that there is solder on both. 

Step 6.  Now you need to solder the end that you just tinned to the Bridge volume pot with the rest of the wire 

going towards the bridge tone pot. First tin the pot by putting the tip of the iron on the side of the pot and then 

touch to solder to both the pot and the tip of the iron at the same time. A bead of solder will form on the side of 

the pot but wait until it starts to spread a little on the pot (at this point the solder is actually starting to bond to the 

pot) then remove the tip from the pot. bƻǿ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƴƴŜŘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ млέ ǿƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ƻŦ 

solder on the pot and with the iron touch and heat both the tinned wire and pool of solder on the pot at the same 

time, when the solder flows on both and the wire sits into the pool on the pot remove the tip and let it cool. Make 

sure that there is solder connecting both the sire and the outer shielding to the pot, if not then add more 

solder(Fig.6 steps 1-5). 

Step 7.  Now wrap the wire around the Bridge Tone pot while leaving some slack in between the pots and use a 

clip of some sort to hold them together and hold the wire tight enough so that it is against the side of the pot.  

Now touch both the pot and the wire with the tip of the iron heating them both at the same time. After a couple of 

seconds start adding solder to the pot and the wire, do this until the solder flows on both the pot and the wire. 

Now repeat this same step on the other side of the wire and then run the bead over the wire so that both sides are 

connected and the wire is encased in solder (Fig.6 steps 6-8). 

Step 8.  Repeat step 7 but with the Neck Tone pot. 



Step 9.  Take the wire to the Neck Volume pot while leaving some slack in between the pots, mark where the wire 

will touch the zenith of the curve on the side of the pot and cut it with the wire clippers. Now tin this end the same 

as you did the other end of the wire and connect it the same way as you did to the Bridge Volume pot is step 6 

(Fig.6 steps 10-12). It should now look like the last picture in Fig.6. 

Step 10.  Take the roll of Shielded Braided wire and cut a piece 19 inches long. Now take you wire strippers and 

strip away 2 inches of shielded ONLY on one end and 1/4 inch of shielding on the other end. To do this just work 

ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǊŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǘǘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ 

the cloth or wire underneath the outer shielding.  When you believe you have cut most of the braiding try to strip 

it off slowly with the cutters slightly open. This should remove the braiding but not the cloth. Cut away any 

straggling braid wires. At the 2 inch end push back the cloth and in the end about 1/2 an inch (this is the end that 

will go to the switch. On the 1/4 stripped end pull the cloth back and tin about 1/4 of the tip of the wire and then 

bend it at a 90 degree angle (this is the end that will attach to the jack.) Your ends should now look like Fig.7. 

Step 11.  Now cut 3 pieces off of the shielded roll 13 1/2 inches each. Strip the Shielding back 1/4 inch on one end 

on all three wires, push back the cloth and tin about 1/2 inch of wire (Fig.8). These are the points that will be 

soldered to the switch. On the other end of two of them strip away 1/4  inch of shielding, push back the cloth and 

tin about 1/4 inch of the tip (These will solder to the volume pots on lug 2 during installation). On the third wire 

push back only a little of the shielding and tin both the shielding and the wire as in step 5 (this will be the ground 

wire for the switch). See Fig. 9. 

Step 12.  CƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƻƪŜŘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфέ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ 

be marked white. The end of the wire that has the tip and shielding soldered together (the ground wire) needs to 

be marked black. Mark the other two wires with the blue and red. See Fig.10. 

Step 13.  Refer to the wiring diagram and remember that the green wire in the diagram represents the white 

switch wire. Wire them according to the diagram at this time. The diagram may seem different then other switches 

and that is fine because the ground and hot are reversed on the Switchcraft switches in comparison to other 

brands. Connect the White first, followed by the black and then the red and blue. Notice that all of the shielding 

should be far enough away from the lugs of the switch that they will not ground out any signals. After these are 

connected gather the wires neatly together and then put them through ǘƘŜ млέ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǘ ǎƘǊƛƴƪΦ tǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ 

shrink all the way up to the switch and then use a butane lighter, small torch, heat gun or hair dryer to heat it and 

shrink it to the wires. This step is crucial because the shrink will keep the outer shielding of all the wires touching, 

and since the ground wire is tinned to the outer shielding as well all the random electrical noise that the wires 

would pickup will be shunted to ground and keep the noise down. See Fig. 11. 

Your kit is now ready for installation.  

                               

       Fig. 1  Assembly Template 



  

Fig. 2 The Pots 

 

 

Fig. 3  The Volume Mods 

 

 

Fig. 4 Attaching The Capacitors 



 

Fig. 5 Tinning the Shielded Braided wire 

 

 

Fig. 6  Soldering the Ground Wire. 



  

Fig. 7  Hot (white) wire                                                              Fig. 8  Ends for the switch 

 

            

Fig. 9  Other ends of Fig. 8                                              Fig. 10  Marking the ends 


